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Sta rS ta rl i gh tl i gh t 
 

 A m e r a s i a n  C h r i s t i a n  A c a d e m y  S t u d e n t  A m e r a s i a n  C h r i s t i a n  A c a d e m y  S t u d e n t  

By Artom Newell (10th grade) 

N ot many of us are born leaders, 

but all of us have the ability to 

learn how to lead. With this in mind, 

on  November  4th  and  5th,  the 

Amerasian Christian Academy had 

its Annual Leadership Retreat, where 

students could learn how to become 

great Christian leaders.  This year the 

Student Council and the Praise Team 

members  participated  in  this 

meaningful event.  

       In spite of the unfortunate rainy 

weather,  students  and  teachers 

maintained a positive attitude and 

carried on with preparations for the 

retreat.  After all the backpacks and 

supplies were loaded into all three 

cars and the group picture was  taken, 

everyone was ready to go! It was 

about forty-five minute drive to Lake 

San Jung in Pochon. After the cars 

were unloaded. Upon arrival,  Mr. 

Hamby conducted a mini-orientation, 

and announced the rules. Students 

were then split into two teams and 

each team was required to create a 

team name and a poster representing 

their team.  

The retreat included a total of 

three workshops. The first workshop, 

entitled,  ñLeadership  Without 

Compromise,ò was taught by Mr. 

Hamby who used the biblical story of 

Daniel to illustrate the theme. Mr. 

Hamby taught that no matter what 

life threw at Daniel, he never gave up 

his faith, he was a great leader, and 

he was an outstanding example to his 

friends.   

 After  the  workshop,  the 

students  played  a  team-building 

game. They were blind-folded and 

given a number.  The goal was to get 

lined up from one to twelve without 

talking.  It proved to be a challenging 

game, but the students learned to 

work as a team. 

       Afterward, it was time for Ms. 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Saenz to give the next 

workshop  which  was 

based on King Davidôs 

last words to his men (2 

Samuel  23:1-4).  Ms. 

Saenz used flashlights 

as  visuals  and  she  

included readings from 

students and teachers  in 

order to  get  everyone 

involved.  She stressed 

that  we  should  be 

leaders who seek and fear God, practice 

justice, and  shine with righteousness.  

After this workshop, the most meaningful 

event of the retreat was yet to come. 

       It  was time for  the  foot-washing 

ceremony. The leaders were paired up to 

wash one anotherôs feet as everyone 

displayed an attitude of respect.  This was 

a  powerful  example  of  humility  and 

servanthoodðtwo  very  important 

qualities in a leader.   

 After this, it was time for the final 

event of the nightðanother game! It was 

a game called ñMafiaò which brought 

students and teachers together through 

mystery, strategy, and lots of  laughter! 

       The next day the students woke up 

and had their morning devotion. After 

breakfast and the devotional sharing, it 

was time for the third workshop.  Mr. 

Kang did a wonderful job of teaching 

about the Holy Spirit and leadership. It 

showed Godly leadership and how the 

Holy  Spirit  guides  leaders  through 

difficult times.    

 When it was 

time  for  our  last 

team-building 

game,  we  were 

blindfolded  again.   

This  time  four 

people  were 

chosen to lead the 

ñblindò  over  a 

course without any 

verbal  communi-

cation.  This  was very scary  at  times 

because the students had to  trust  the 

leadersðblindly!  All the games at the 

retreat were set up by Ms. Triphan and 

Ms. Estrada.  

 The last activity was writing in a 

prayer journal which was followed by a 

delicious lunch. Mrs. Kang did a superb 

job of preparing and cooking all the meals.   

 The students left that peaceful place 

with a sense of change. Dawer Mir (10th 

grade), who is a new student, said, ñIt 

built me up as a leader and I had a great 

time.ò  Mr. Kang noted, ñThis was one of 

the most meaningful retreats, because of 

the   small  number  of  students  in 

attendance which allowed us to really 

connect with our students.ò 

       The students had an awesome time 

playing all the games, but most 

importantly this event built them up as 

leaders. Hopefully, they will become 

wonderful Christian leaders who will 

contribute greatly to the world.  
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Inside ACA: Thanksgiving 

 

By Joshua Hong (10th grade) 

O n November 20th, Vision 

International Chapel had its 

first Praise and Worship Thanks-

giving service from 3pm to 6 pm. 

Parents, teachers, and extended 

families were invited to the 

special service; more than fifty 

people came to enjoy the cele-

bration in an outpouring of 

praise and thanksgiving to 

God.              

     The service program started 

with music.  The praise team 

played at least eight songs as 

they led the congregation to 

worship God.  After each  

song, the praise team members, 

teachers, and students said a few 

words about what they were thank-

ful for.  Many people were filled 

with emotion as they expressed 

themselves with tears of joy.   

However, as it was a Thanksgiving 

service, the smiles of thanks were 

not lost.                                     

     After the praise time, Pastor 

James Kang-McCann shared a 

short but strong message. The mes-

sage was from Luke 17:11-19 

which told the story about when 

Jesus healed ten lepers and only 

one came back to thank Him.  Pas-

tor Kang emphasized  that in order 

to show true thankfulness, one has 

to experience suffering coupled 

with Godô grace.  After that, one 

should outwardly express gratitude 

toward God and share their experi-

ence with others daily.                                               

     After the message was given, 

the offering, benediction, and the 

announcements followed.  Every-

one was then invited to a Thanks-

giving meal in the Fellowship 

Hallðit  was a beautiful way to 

end a great service! 

     The dining area was decorated 

with a ñGive Thanks to Godò ban-

ner, bright red leaves, and bowls of 

nuts and chocolates. The dinner 

included turkey, ham, mashed po-

tatoes, apple pie, bread, green 

beans, corn, sweet yams, and 

pumpkin pie! The food was deli-

cious and there was plenty for eve-

ryone.            

     One of ACAôs parents said that 

she had come for the first time and 

she really enjoyed it. Mr. Diggs, 

from the MACK Foundation (also 

a member of the praise team), said 

that he enjoyed the service, the 

message, and the food.  

     Everybody who experienced the 

meaningful message and time of 

praise, the beautiful decorations, 

and the delicious food, seemed to 

enjoy themselves. Several people 

expressed their thankfulness to 

those who were involved in prepar-

ing the service.  

     Praise team leader, Ms. Saenz, 

said it was a blessing to worship 

God through music and to share in 

that honor with the children who 

joined in as part of the worship 

service.                       

     Ms. Estrada, who was in charge 

of the decorations, decided that the 

local fall leaves would be a main 

component of the decorations. She 

said that she was thankful for the 

students who helped her set it all 

up.                            

     The amazing dinner was pro-

vided by Mr. Warnock who bought 

all the food for the Thanksgiving 

service.  He said that it was all 

from God.                                 

     Lastly, Pastor Kang, who was in 

charge of the entire service, met 

with his church committee to de-

cide on the  main theme (ñGiving 

thanks to Godò) and to prepare for 

all the components of the special 

service ahead of time. He 

said that he was happy to see 

that many people came to the 

service and enjoyed it.  He 

also gave a special thanks to 

the teachers, the praise team, 

Mr. Warnock, and ACAôs 

Student Council for helping 

out.  

 There are countless 

blessings that we should take 

notice of in our daily lives and 

people often forget about them.  

Thanksgiving Day is a beautiful 

time to give thanks, not only for 

Godôs blessings, but also for the 

difficult times which are strong 

reminders of our need for Jesus, 

our Savior!  Just as the one leper 

who was healed went back to thank 

Jesus, we all should take time to 

reflect, and give thanks to God. 
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Inside ACA: MACK Fundraiser 

Thanksgiving  

Fundraising  

Dinner  
 

By Maryam Malik (10th grade) 
 

O n November 20th, some of 

the ACA teachers and stu-

dents attended the 6th Annual 

M.A.C.K (Movement for Ad-

vancement of Cultural-Diversity 

of Koreans) fundraiser. This 

fundraiser was held to raise 

money to give scholarships to 

two international schools: Amera-

sian Christian Academy and Bu-

san International School. It was 

an open event for anyone to come 

and celebrate Thanksgiving.  

 The MACK members gave 

of their time to prepare the spe-

cial dinner. Mr. Greg Diggs, the 

president of the MACK 

foundation, explained 

different details about 

the event. He said, ñIn 

the beginning, we 

started off  helping 

ACA since it was the only 

ñmixedò school we knew of. We 

also continue to 

give out schol-

arships and we 

have recently 

started a tutor-

ing/mentoring 

program with 

the students. We started off help-

ing ACA only, but now we have 

other multicultural schools in-

volved.ò He also explained why 

this Thanksgiving was so special 

to him. ñItôs a way to help mixed 

people experience American cul-

tures. American families come to 

celebrate their holiday and Ko-

rean families come to show their 

children American culture.ò  

 Another 

MACK member 

was Francis Bran-

nen. He is also 

half Korean and 

half American. He 

mentioned that the 

whole purpose of 

this fundraiser was 

ñto bring awareness about mixed 

Korean identities and to raise 

money for future programs.ò He 

said, ñCelebrating Thanksgiving 

in a different country is hard be-

cause most people here have their 

families overseas. This 

fundraiser is a good 

chance to bring those 

people together.ò 

 As people were 

busy filling their plates 

up with delicious food and talk-

ing to their friends, the room 

showed the diver-

sity of Korea. 

This fundraiser  

helped people  

come together to 

celebrate the spe-

cial holiday. One 

of the guests, Dwayne Dyer, 

found out about this fundraiser 

from Mr. Diggs. Mr. Dyer has 

been in Korea, teaching English 

at an elementary school for six 

years. This was his second 

Thanksgiving dinner at MACK. 

ñThis is a great idea. Being so far 

away from home, it is nice to 

celebrate Thanksgiving and meet 

new friends.ò He also claimed 

that he had three 

plates of food! 

ñ[Spending] my 

money has been 

worth it because I 

know Iôm helping 

out and support-

ing the schools.ò 

Jordan Chase 

Vaughn, who has been in Korea 

for about two years, stated, ñThis 

is a way to celebrate and support 

diversity in Korea.ò Jordan 

Vaughn is from Florida and this 

is his second year teaching in Ko-

rea. ñI like the culture, the people, 

the fashion, and the environment 

of Korea.ò 

 It is hard to celebrate cultural 

holidays in a foreign country 

when one is away from his/her 

family and friends. This fund-

raiser helped people experience 

how Thanksgiving is celebrated 

in America. It was a great experi-

ence for both the Korean and the 

American people.                     

 ACA is very thankful to the 

MACK foundation for raising 

money to support the school in so 

many ways. It was nice to see 

everyoneôs helping hearts in sup-

porting international schools like 

ACA.   

The MACK foundation 

is an organization that 

supports multicultural 

families in Korea with 

various academic and 

financial programs. 

Marayam Malik interviews the MACK 
President, Mr. Diggs, at the fundraising 

event. 



November 2011  5 

Social Justice 
Course Comes 

to ACA 
 

By Elina Lee (9th grade) 
 

O n September 15th, ACA high 

school students started a new 

class with new teachers, Mr. Mor-

ris and Ms. Sukhram. They are 

students who are currently study-

ing at Colgate University in New 

York. They came to Korea as ex-

change students 

studying at Yonsei 

University in Seoul. 

Over last summer, 

at a forum in Seoul, 

Mr. Kang-McCann, 

our school's princi-

pal, met with Dr. 

Palmer (a Colgate 

University profes-

sor) to discuss the possibility of 

starting a meaningful course based 

on the subject of ñJustice.ò  Mr. 

Kang-McCann said, ñLike our 

school, Korea is becoming more 

and more diverse, but the Korean 

society in general is not yet ready 

to accept  different cultures. There-

fore, I wanted the students to talk 

about social justice in an academic 

setting.ò  After a few more meet-

ings, they were able to start the 

ñSocial Justiceò class at ACA. 

 During the first few classes, 

everyone was not quite open to 

one another. Therefore, there was 

not much conversation.  However, 

after having lunch together, the 

students and the teachers from 

Colgate grew closer. Thanks to Mr. 

Morris and Ms. Sukhram's efforts, 

the ACA high school students be-

gan to express their opinions and 

their thoughts about what  justice 

meant to them. Mr. Morris and Ms. 

Sukhram, in return, carefully lis-

tened to the students and encour-

aged them to take on more active 

roles in the class.  

 As the class progressed, and 

the students continued to get more 

comfortable with sharing, many  of 

them not only looked forward to 

the class, but they were enthusias-

tically participating in the class.  

Moreover, Mr. Morris and Ms. 

Sukhram (also know as: Josh and 

Parvatie, respectively), succeeded 

in making the class interesting by 

giving real world examples. They 

also made the 

class atmos-

phere fun and 

friendly by in-

corporating a 

variety of 

games that 

helped the stu-

dents to review 

the material. 

 Gloria Hong (12th grade), 

liked the class because she was 

able to learn something valuable. 

This class became more meaning-

ful because some issues were actu-

ally happening around her. She 

thought the topics that she learned 

in class were serious problems in 

society that needed to be addressed.  

Gloria added that the most impor-

tant topic in the class (from her 

point of view) was racism. Many 

of the ACA students, at one point 

or other, have been faced with 

racism and discrimination.  

 Maryam Malik (10th grade) 

whose father is  from Pakistan and 

whose mother is from Korea, 

said that people often think 

she is Muslim just because of 

her fatherôs home country. As 

a result, she was confronted 

with  prejudice and stereotyp-

ing.    

       Another bi-cultural stu-

dent, Minkie Porter (10th 

grade), has also dealt with being 

discriminated against because of 

her physical features and her skin 

color. People thought she was 

from Africa since she has a darker 

skin color than others and she was 

therefore alienated by society. This 

caused her to feel bad and disap-

pointed about herself, even though 

it has nothing to do with who she 

is on the inside. 

  Jojane Alazas (9th grade) 

was disappointed that the class 

only lasted for nine weeks. She 

said the topic about prejudice was 

important to her because it made 

her realize that she too had taken 

part in prejudging others without 

knowing it and that she should 

stop this immediately.  

 This nine-week course on 

ñSocial Justiceò was meaningful to 

ACAôs high school students, my-

self included.  We learned that  

discrimination comes in many 

different forms, that discrimination 

has various negative effects, and 

that some of ACAôs very own stu-

dents have had to deal with being 

discriminated against.  However, 

one of the most important things 

that we have learned through this 

class is that we should all take a 

stand to fight against injustice in 

our society and we should never be 

a part of an act of injustice in any 

form. We all need to be ñsalt and 

lightò in a dark and hurting society.  

 Inside ACA: Program with Colgate University 
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Interviews 

Parent -Teacher  

Conferences  
 

By Beyker Muente (11th Grade) 

 

A s the week of parent/teacher 

conferences approached, 

some students felt nervous, sad, or 

they were very happy because of 

what the teachers were going to 

talk about with their parents.  The 

parent/teacher conferences allow 

the teachers to inform the parents 

on how well the students are doing 

academically, what fields they 

need help with or encouragement 

in, and which subjects they have 

the potential to do well in.  The 

whole point of this is for the par-

ents to help their child/children in 

developing the necessary academic 

skills for growth and success. 

 

Beyker (11th grade student): 

How do you think parent-teacher con-

ferences help the student and the par-

ents? 

Mrs. Yang (parent): Middle and 

high school students usually do not get 

to spend time with their families, so 

parents get to know their real person-

alities through the teachers.  The stu-

dents might act more different in 

school than they do at home, so par-

ents are able to find out about their 

childrenôs attitude.  

Beyker: How often do you think the 

school should hold parent-teacher 

conferences?  

Mrs. Yang: Twice a year is enough, 

because if we have it too often, then 

we will hear the same thing every time.   

Unless the child or children have prob-

lems with their schoolwork, parents do 

not have to be there so often. Some 

parents also go to work, and they can 

barely make time for the conferences.   

I think twice a year is enough for 

every parent.  

Beyker: Why is the parent-teacher 

conference important?  

Mr. Hamby ( High School teacher):  

I think it is important because it allows 

us to have face-to-face time with our 

studentsô parents and it allows us to 

work hand in hand with the parents in 

their children's education. 

Beyker: How often should we have 

the meetings? 

Mr. Hamby: I think two to three 

times a year, which is about how often 

we do it now.  

Beyker: What are some plans that 

you suggest for post-high school edu-

cation? 

Mr. Hamby:  I believe each student 

is different. Some are gifted at study-

ing, while others are gifted in music or 

art. I think we need to look at the 

whole student, not just the grades, to 

make that decision. Also, we have to 

look at the financial situation of the 

family and his/her citizenship. College 

cost is different based on whether you 

are a citizen or not. 

       

 The week of parent-teacher con-

ferences has been a stressful week as 

well as an interesting week.   Both 

teachers and parents had a great oppor-

tunity to get to know each other and 

they got to talk about a ñsubjectò they 

both love:  the students!  Overall, the 

meeting helped both teachers and par-

ents to know more about the children. 

As this is the first conference, we all 

expect to hear new things about the 

students and their academic life.  As 

the schoolôs purpose is to provide a 

good education to the students, we 

hope that the parent-teacher confer-

ences will help teachers and parents to 

reach this purpose.  

 

 

New Student: Justin Chang  

Dawer:  How did you come to 

attend  ACA? 

Justin: Actually, my dad got a job 

at Camp Casey and also my dad 

bought a new house, so I wasnôt 

able to go to my old school 

(SAMS) Seoul American Middle 

School. 

Dawer: What country or city did 

you live on? 

Justin: I lived in California when I 

was back in the United States and I 

lived in Seoul before I came to 

Dongducheon. 

Dawer: What are you favorite 

subjects? 

Justin: P.E. 

Dawer: What are your hobbies? 

Justin: I play soccer and football. 

Andé.oh yeah! I love to solve 

mysteries and supernatural stuff. 

Dawer: Which school is better, 

ACA or the old school? 

Justin: I liked the old school  bet-

ter because the P.E. time is longer 

than here. 

Dawer: Do you feel comfortable 

here? 

Justin: Yeah, itôs fine I guess. Itôs 

near my house! 

Dawer: Did you make some 

friends in Korea? If so, what do 

enjoy doing with them? 

Justin: Yes, my best friend in Ko-

rea is Evegeny. We play with BB 

guns together. 

Dawer: What are your strengths 

and weaknesses? 

Justin: My strengths are running 

and math and my weakness is that 

I sleep a lot. 
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Student Debate 

Should ACA have required health  check -ups once a year for  the students?  

Jojane:  I think we should have a yearly health 

check-up because we need to know about the 

problems in our bodies. That way, we can know 

how to take care of ourselves and we can know 

how to stay healthy. If we have health problems, 

then we can fix the problems earlier. We can 

prevent having to the doctor later in the school 

year. If we receive a health check-up at the 

beginning of each year, it will allow us to 

receive medicine, vitamins, and suggestions for 

our health. 

Su-min: I think we should not have a required 

health check-up because it is too complicated for 

all the students to organize the check-ups. Also, 

we would have to provide moneys for the check-

ups. Some families might not have enough 

money for their check-ups, especially if there are 

two or more kids in the family. It would be 

better if the students were to get their check-ups 

individually with their parents. There is no 

particular reason for students to have a yearly 

check-up in school. 

NN oo  Y S 

By Minkie Porter (10th grade) 
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 Devotion  

Romans 9:3 (NIV)  
 

By Ha-jung Yang (10th Grade)  
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self were cursed and cut off 

from Christ for the sake of 

my brothers, those of my own 

�U�D�F�H���´ 

  

A m I willing to be cursed 

and cut off from Christ 

for my brothers and sisters in 

the faith? The answer is no. I 

would not be willing to do 

that but the Apostle Paul 

even wished to be cursed and 

cut off from Christ for his 

brothers if it had been possi-

ble. How many Christians 

would wish to go to hell for 

another person who does not 

follow Jesus Christ? I believe 

only few would. No true be-

liever would want to be apart 

from Christ. I asked every-

day to be closer to Him, 

therefore how could I ever 

say I want to be apart from 

Christ and go to hell for oth-

ers? I heard of those who 

want to sacrifice things for 

others, but I have never 

heard of anyone who knows 

Christ to be cut off from Him. 

It is hard to accept this part 

of Scripture. Every Chris-

�W�L�D�Q�¶�V���P�L�V�V�L�R�Q���L�V���W�R���V�K�D�U�H���W�K�H��
gospel with others but I 

rarely talk about Jesus at 

home, at school, or at other 

places. Paul spread the gospel 

everywhere to anyone and he 

still thought that it was not 

enough. He felt sorry for 

those who did not find Jesus 

and did not accept him. 

When Mr. Hamby, a middle 

and high school teacher, 

spoke about sharing Christ 

with others, he said that we 

love nonbelievers enough to 

send them to hell. I was 

shocked when I heard that, 

but it is so true. Half of my 

friends and most of my fam-

ily members are not Chris-

tian. I love them so much but 

not much as Paul loved the 

others. If I am supposed to 

love them so much like him, 

why am I being so selfish? 

God wants everyone to be in 

heaven, not just me. He wants 

me to reach out to them and 

share Christ. But it is so hard 

sometimes. Because Paul 

loved God so much, he was 

willing to give up his salva-

tion so he would go to hell 

rather than sending others to 

hell. It is the responsibility of 

Christ -followers to share the 

gospel. We need to give eve-

ryone a chance to know Jesus 

well. Dying for them or giv-

ing up salvation for theirs is 

not the definite answer, but 

somehow we need to lead 
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