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Amerasian Chr\{stian Academy Student

By Artom Newell (10th grade)  were then split into two teams and

otmany of us are born leaders,€ach team was required to create|a
N but all of us have the ability to €am name and a poster representing
learn how to lead. With this in mind, their team.
on November 4th and 5th, the  The retreat included a total o
Amerasian Christian Academy hadthree workshops. The first workshop,
its Annual Leadership Retreat, wheree Nt i t | ed, AlLeadership
students could learn how to becomé o Mpr omi se, 0 wag taugh
great Christian leaders. This year thd1amby who used the biblical story o

Student Council and the Praise TeantPaniel to illustrate the theme. Mr
members participated in  this Hamby taught that no matter what

meaningful event. life threw at Daniel, he never gave up
In spite of the unfortunate rainy his faith, he was a great leader, and
weather, students and teacher§€ was an outstanding example to his
maintained a positive attitude andftiends.
carried on with preparations for the ~ After the workshop, the
retreat. After all the backpacks andstudents played a teabuilding
supplies were loaded into all three9ame. They were blintblded and
cars and the group picture was takerfjivén a number. The goal was to QJ'[
everyone was ready to go! It waslined up from one to twelve withou
about fortyfive minute drive to Lake falking. It proved to be a challenging
San Jung in Pochon. After the cargame, but the students learned fo
were unloaded. Upon arrival, Mr, Work as a team.
Hamby conducted a migrientation, Afterward, it was time for Ms.
and announced the rules. Students (Continued on page 2)
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difficult times. Starlight Staff Members
When it was
time for our last
teambuilding
game, we were

blindfolded again. ’ i
This time four Beyker Muente, Minkie

people were Porter,  David  Wick,
chosen to lead the .Joshua Hong, Dawer Mir,

Ablindo o Jpiane Alazag, and Artor

involved. She stressed course without any ~ Newell.

that we should be verbal communi

leaders who seek and fear God, practiceation. This was very scary at times Editor:

justice, and shine with righteousnessbecause the students had to trust thems. Charissa Saenz

After this workshop, the most meaningfulleader$ blindly! All the games at the

event of the retreat was yet to come. retreat were set up by Ms. Triphan and
It was time for the foetvashing Ms. Estrada.

ceremony. The leaders were paired up to  The last activity was writing in a

was h one anot her 0 praydr pwnal whack waefollewed iy @ e

displayed an attitude of respect. This waselicious lunch. Mrs. Kang did a superb

a powerful example of humility and job of preparing and cooking all the meals.

Saenz to give the nexw“p
workshop which was
based on Kif
last words to his men (25
Samuel 23:#4). Ms. [
Saenz used flashlights
as visuals and she

included readings from'(
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servanthood two  very  important The students left that peaceful place P.O. Box 22,
qualities in a leader. with a sense of change. Dawer Mir (10th Republic of Korea
After this, it was time for the final gr ade) , who i s a nEhk031-8§2578 e nt|,

event of the niglé another game! It was built me up as a leader and | had a greatamerasian@mac.com
a game <called nAMatimé. avhi Mrm. bKraonugghntot ed, AThi s
students and teachers together througime most meaningful retreats, because of
mystery, strategy, and lots of laughter! the  small number of students in

The next day the students woke umttendance which allowed us to really
and had their morning devotion. Afterc onnect with our students. 0
breakfast and the devotional sharing, it The students had an awesome time _’
was time for the third workshop. Mr. playing all the games, but most
Kang did a wonderful job of teachingimportantly this event built them up as
about the Holy Spirit and leadership. Itleaders. Hopefully, they will become
showed Godly leadership and how thevonderful Christian leaders who will

Holy Spirit guides leaders through contribute greatly to the world.
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Inside ACAThanksgiving

0, 0 ’ 0 toward God and share their experi-service.
I]Wl] serw ence with others dalily. Ms. Estrada, who was in charge
After the message was given,of the decorations, decided that the

the offering, benediction, and thelocal fall leaves would be a main
By Joshua Hong (10th grade) ~announcements followed. Every-component of the decorations. She
one was then invited to a Thanks-said that she was thankful for the
=i giving meal in the Fellowship students who helped her set it al
Halld it was a beautiful way to up.
end a great service! The amazing dinner was pro-
The dining area was decoratedvided by Mr. Warnock who bought
with a AGi ve Th al thes food for tleoTdhanksdivang
ner, bright red leaves, and bowls ofservice. He said that it was all
nuts and chocolates. The dinnerfrom God.
included turkey, ham, mashed po- Lastly, Pastor Kang, who was in
tatoes, apple pie, bread, greercharge of the entire service, met
beans, corn, sweet yams, andvith his church committee to de-
pumpkin pie! The food was deli-ci de on t he ma
“cious and there was plenty forevet hanks to Godo)
all the components of the specia
service ahead of time. He
said that he was happy to see
e o that many people came to the
1 | service and enjoyed it. He
' also gave a special thanks to
the teachers, the praise team,

On November 26, Vision
International Chapel had its
first Praise and Worship Thanks
giving service from 3pm to 6 pm. rvone.
Parents, teachers, and extende&l
families were invited to thep —y !
special service; more than fift wany sme
people came to enjoy the celd
bration in an outpouring off = : . o
praise and thanksgiving tq 9T .

Go1d_h ; _ Mr . War nock,
; e se_rwce program startey. Student Council for helping
with music. The praise teal out

played at least eight songs 4

they hl_ed é;hed cong';fet:gatlon blessings that we should take
worship ; :%20¢. er eac notice of in our daily lives and

song, the praise team members, One of ACAGs p doflen &ftén SrGet Soout thént
teachers, and students said a fewhe had come for the first time an hanksgiving Day is a beautiful

words about what they were thank-she really enjoyed it. Mr. Diggs time to give thanks, not only for
ful for. Many people were filled from the MACK Foundation (also 54 ¢ ¢ s
with emotion as they expresseda member of the praise team), saiqj
themselves with tears of joy.that he enjoyed the service,
However, as it was a Thanksgivingmessage, and the food. our Savior! Just as the one lepef
service, the smiles of thanks were Everybody who experienced the iho was healed went back to thand
not lost. meaningful message and time OfJesus, we all should take time td
After the praise time, Pastorpraise, the beautiful decorations, ofiact, and give thanks to God.
James KangicCann shared a and the delicious food, seemed to
short but strong message. The mesenjoy themselves. Several people
sage was from Luke 17:119 expressed their thankfulness t~
which told the story about when those who were involved in prepat
Jesus healed ten lepers and onljng the service.
one came back to thank Him. Pas- Praise team leader, Ms. Saen
tor Kang emphasized that in ordersaid it was a blessing to worshi
to show true thankfulness, one hassod through music and to share
to experience suffering coupledthat honor with the children whg
with Godd gr ac e joined Mfat gart oft theaworshiy
should outwardly express gratitude

There are countless

bl essings,
ifficult times which are strong
th&eminders of our need for Jesus
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Inside ACAMACK: Fundraiser -

\ ~
Thanksgiving to him. Altos aeawdlyswashishkeednd n
Fu ndraising people experience American culThanksgiving dinner at MACK.
Dinner tures. American familiescometdi Thi s i s a gr ea

celebrate their holiday and Ko- away from home, it is nice to
rean families come to show theircelebrate Thanksgiving and mee
On November 20, someof chi | dren Ameri maw dulitemde. &
the ACA teachers and stu- Another that he had three
dents attended thé'@nnual MACK member
M.A.C.K (Movement for Ad- was Francis Bran
vancement of CulturdDiversity nen. He is also
of Koreans) fundraiser. This half Korean and
fundraiser was held to raise half American. He
money to give scholarships to  mentioned that th

By Maryam Malik (10th grade)

¥ plates of food!
Al Spendi
money has been
| worth it because |
know | 6m
out and support-

i i . Marayam Malik interviews the MAC
tv_vo mter_na_tlonal schools: Amerawhole purpose of President, Mr. Diggs, at the fundralsmﬁg the
sian Christian Academy and Bu-this fundraiser wa event. Jordan Chase

san International School. twasfit o br i ng awar &/aughsmsvhoshbsdeeh in Korex
an open event for anyone to coni€orean identities andtoraise f or about t wo

and celebrate Thanksgiving. money f or f ut ulisea waytocaebraterend sappdite
me a.

The MACK membersgave s ai d, A Cel ebr atdiinvgrBhariks i Kig
of their time to prepare the spe- in a different country is hard be- Vaughn is from Florida and this
cial dinner. Mr. Greg Diggs, the cause most people here have tharhis second year teaching in Kg
president of the MACK families overseas. This ea. Al | i ke th
foundation, explained | The MACK foundation fundraiser is a good the fashion, and the environmen
different details about | 'S &1 organization thatf o 4 bringthose of Kor ea. o

supports multicultural - ) R
t he event .|tamilesinKoreawith|p €folpnl e t o g et hishard to celebrate culturg

the beginning, we various academic and As people were holidays in a foreign country
started off helping financial programs. busy filling their plates when one is away from his/her
ACA since it was the only up with delicious food and talk- family and friends. This fund-
imi xedo school ing® thdrfriends, thefroom Weraiser helped people experience
also continue to showed the diver-how Thanksgiving is celebrated
give out schol- & V ,I sity of Korea. in America. It was a great experi

arships and we
have recently
started a tutor- [

This fundraiser ence for both the Korean and the
4 helped people  American people.

come together to ACA is very thankful to the
ing/mentoring celebrate the spe-MACK foundation for raising
program with I cial holiday. One money to support the school in s
the students. We started off helpef the guests, Dwayne Dyer,  many ways. It was nice to see
ing ACA only, but now we have found out about this fundraiser e ver yoneo6s hel
other multicultural schools in- ~ from Mr. Diggs. Mr. Dyer has  porting international schools like
vol ved. 0 He al $eenisKopeh, teachirgy EngsihACA.

this Thanksgiving was so speciaht an elementary school for six
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Inside  AC/Program with Colgate University

Social Justice
Course Comes
to ACA

By Elina Lee (9th grade)

On September 15th, ACA high
school students started a new
class with new teachers, Mr. Mor-
ris and Ms. Sukhram. They are
students who are currently study-
ing at Colgate University in New
York. They came to Korea as ex-
change students
studying at Yonsei'
University in Seoul_ g
Over last summer, &5
at a forum in Seoul§
Mr. Kang-McCann,
our school's princi
pal, met with Dr.
Palmer (a Colgate
University profes-
sor) to discuss the possibility of
starting a meaningful course based
on the subject
KangMc Cann sai d,
school, Korea is becoming more
and more diverse, but the Korean
society in general is not yet ready
to accept different cultures. There-
fore, | wanted the students to talk
about social justice in an academic

setting. o Af ter
ings, they were able to start the
iSocial Justicebod

During the first few classes,
everyone was not quite open to
one another. Therefore, there was
not much conversation. However,
after having lunch together, the
students and the teachers from
Colgate grew closer. Thanks to Mr.
Morris and Ms. Sukhram's efforts,
the ACA high school students be-
gan to express their opinions and
their thoughts about what justice
meant to them. Mr. Morris and Ms.
Sukhram, in return, carefully lis-

tened to the students and encour-
aged them to take on more active
roles in the class.

As the class progressed, and
the students continued to get more
comfortable with sharing, many of
them not only looked forward to
the class, but they were enthusias-
tically participating in the class.
Moreover, Mr. Morris and Ms.
Sukhram (also know as: Josh and
Parvatie, respectively), succeeded
in making the class interesting by
giving real world examples. They

[ §¥ also made the
S class atmos-
phere fun and
friendly by in-
corporating a

{ variety of
dents to review

N
; games that
\ \
| < \
the material.

helped the stu-
Gloria Hong (12th grade),

o flikedithe ¢lgss hegause ghe wam r
f able 1p learmysgnpething valuable.

This class became more meaning-
ful because some issues were actu-
ally happening around her. She
thought the topics that she learned
in class were serious problems in

grade), has also dealt with being
discriminated against because of
her physical features and her skin
color. People thought she was

from Africa since she has a darker

skin color than others and she wa
therefore alienated by society. Th
caused her to feel bad and disap-
pointed about herself, even thoug
it has nothing to do with who she

is on the inside.

Jojane Alazas (9th grade)
was disappointed that the class
only lasted for nine weeks. She
said the topic about prejudice wag
important to her because it made
her realize that she too had taken
part in prejudging others without
knowing it and that she should
stop this immediately.

This nineweek course on
inSoci al Justice
ACAG6s high scho
self included. We learned that
discrimination comes in many

_different forms, that discrimination

has various negative effects, and
that some of AC
dents have had to deal with being
discriminated against. However,
one of the most important things
that we have learned through this

society that needed to be addressedclass is that we should all take a

Glpriamddeg thaidhe @ostifepert -

tant topic in the class (from her
peint of \Yew) was raciang Many
of the ACA students, at one point
or other, have been faced with
racism and discrimination.
Maryam Malik (10th grade)
whose father is from Pakistan and
whose mother is from Korea,.,

stand to fight against injustice in
our society and we should never [
a part of an act of injustice in any
form. We al | ne

l'ightdo in a dar

said that people often think JLOBAL HOUbb

she is Muslim just because ¢
her fatherds
a result, she was confronted
with prejudice and stereotyy
ing.

Another bicultural stu-
dent, Minkie Porter (10th

n

0O was n
o | stud
AOGS ver
e

ed to b
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Interviews
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Parent -Teacher
Conferences

By Beyker Muente (11th Grade)

o

A s the week of parent/teacher
conferences approached,
some students felt nervous, sad, or
they were very happy because of
what the teachers were going to
talk about with their parents. The
parent/teacher conferences allow
the teachers to inform the parents
on how well the students are doing
academically, what fields they
need help with or encouragement
in, and which subjects they have
the potential to do well in. The
whole point of this is for the par-
ents to help their child/children in

not have to be there so often. Some
parents also go to work, and they can
barely make time for the conferences
I think twice a year is enough for
every parent.

Beyker: Why is the parerteacher
conference important?

Mr. Hamby (High School teachey:

I think it is important because it allows
us to have facéo-face time with our
studentsd parents
work hand in hand with the parents in
their children's education.

Beyker: How often should we have
the meetings?

Mr. Hamby: 1 think two to three
times a yearwhich is about how often
we do it now.

Beyker: What are some plans that
you suggest for podtigh school edu-
cation?

Mr. Hamby: | believe each student
is different. Some are gifted at study-
ing, while others are gifted in music or
art. | think we need to look at the
whole student, not just the grades, to
make that decision. Also, we have to
look at the financial situation of the
family and his/her citizenship. College
cost is different based on whether you

developing the necessary academic are a citizen or not.

skills for growth and success.

Beyker (11th grade student):

How do you think parerteacher con-
ferences help the student and the par-
ents?

Mrs. Yang (parent): Middle and

high school students usually do not get
to spend time with their families, so
parents get to know their real person-
alities through the teacher¥he stu-
dents might act more different in
school than they do at home, so par-
ents are able to find out about their
childrenod6s attitud
Beyker: How often do you think the
school should hold paretgéacher
conferences?

Mrs. Yang: Twice a year is enough
because if we have it too oftehen

we will hear the same thing every time
Unless the child or children have prob-
lems with their schoolwortkparents do

The week of parerteacher con-
ferences has been a stressful week as
well as an interesting weekBoth

teachers and parents had a great oppor-

tunity to get to know each other and
they got to talk
both love the students! Overall, the
meeting helped both teachers and par-
ents to know more about the children.
As this is the first conference, we all
expect to hear new things about the
students and their academic life. As
the school 6s purpo
Sood education to the students, we
hope that the paret¢acher confer-
ences will help teachers and parents to
reach this purpose.

a

\ -

New Student: Justin Chang

Dawer: How did you come to
attend ACA?

Justin: Actually, my dad got a job
at Camp Casey and also my dad
bought a new ho
able to go to my old school
(SAMS) Seoul American Middle
§9h90|'i t allows wus
Dawer: What country or city did
you live on?

Justin: I lived in California when |
was back in the United States and
lived in Seoul before | came to
Dongducheon.

Dawer: What are you favorite
subjects?

Justin: P.E.

Dawer: What are your hobbies?
Justin: | play soccer and football.
Andé. oh yeah! I
mysteries and supernatural stuff.
Dawer: Which school is better,
ACA or the old school?

Justin: | liked the old school bet-
ter because the P.E. time is longe
than here.

Dawer: Do you feel comfortable
here?

Justin:Yeah, it
near my house!

Dawer: Did you make some
friends in Korea? If so, what do
enjoy doing with them?

Bustin: Yes, my kegtirierddn Ko-
rea is Evegeny. We play with BB
guns together.

Dawer: What are your strengths
and weaknesses?

Justin: My strengths are running
gnd math and gy wealgngss js gh
| sleep a lot.

|l ove

they

o

6

November 2011

t

o~



Student

By Minkie Porter (10th grade)

Jojane: | think we should have a yearly healt
checkup because we need to know about the
problems in our bodies. That way, we can kn(
how to take care of ourselves and we can kng
how to stay healthy. If we have health proble
then we can fix the problems earlier. We can
prevent having to the doctor later in the schog
year. If we receive a health chegg at the
beginning of each year, it will allow us to
receive medicine, vitamins, and suggestions
our health.

Sumin: | think we should not have a required
health checkup because it is too complicated f
all the students to organize the chegls. Also,
we would have to provide moneys for the che
ups. Some families might not have enough
money for their checkips, especially if there ar
two or more kids in the family. It would be
better if the students were to get their chapk
individually with their parents. There is no
particular reason for students to have a yearl
checkup in school.
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Devotion
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