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StarlightStarlight 
 A m e r a s i a n  C h r i s t i a n  A c a d e m y  S t u d e n t  N e w s l e t t er        

By David Wick (12th Grade)  

 

T 
he Student Body President 
for  2011τ2012,  is  Beyker 

Muente (11th grade) and his vice-
president is Maryam Malik (9th 

grade).  Unlike  the  past  two 
presidential  school  elections, 
this  year,  ACA conducted an 
actual campaign to vote on the 
next school president. The other 
running team included Gloria 
Hong (12th  grade)  along with 
Elina Lee (9th grade) as her vice 
president.  Both  teams  ran  a 
competitive race as they gave 
their all to win the votes of the 
student body.   
       Both teams had very similar 
goals.   Some of  those goals 
included renewing the student 
council, coming up with exciting 
events for students to enjoy, and 
brainstorming about a variety of  
ways to fundraise for ACA.  
        CƻǊ DƭƻǊƛŀΩǎ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴΣ ǎƘŜ 
emphasized  change and  new 

ideas.  Since  Gloria  has  been 
attending ACA for several years 
now, she has been very aware of 
changes that need to be made; 
however,  she also recognized 
the  importance  of  different 
perspectives.   She  therefore 
chose Elina as her running mate 
because she believed that as a 
new  student,  Elina  could 
definitely contribute her fresh 
perspective to the school. The 
combination  of  the  old 
experiences and the new ideas 
that  this  team had  to  offer 
seemed  quite  promising. 
However,  the  students  most 
likely decided to pick Beyker as 
their new president because he 
and Maryam promised a service-
oriented leadership during his 
campaign.  He  promised  the 
student body that he would take 
a mentor/leader role toward the 
students. He wants to play the 
ǊƻƭŜ ƻŦ ŀ ά.ƛƎ .ǊƻǘƘŜǊέ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

(Continued on page 2) 

Student President Election 
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students at ACA.   
           !ǎ ŦƻǊ .ŜȅƪŜǊΩǎ ƴŜǿƭȅ ŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ 
Vice President, Maryam Malik, she 
ǎŀȅǎΣ άaȅ Ǝƻŀƭ ƛǎ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ 
kinds of new idea and to change the 
areas where we need to improve. 
Also I will be diligent in helping the 
president  especially  when  the 
president has a lot going on. I will try 
my best to fill his role when he is 
absent.  Lastly,  I  want  to  set  an 
example  for  other  students  and 
encourage  them 
to  get  involved 
ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΦέ  
         With Beyker 
ŀǎ !/!Ωǎ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘ 
Body  President,  
we  are  looking 
forward  to  the 
changes  he will 
make,  how  he 
will improve ACA, 
and how he will 
keep the  best 
interests  of  the 
students in mind.     
      In the end, it 
was a very close 
race  and  Gloria 
and Elina lost by 
only  six  votes! 
Both  candidates 
tried their best to 
ōŜŎƻƳŜ !/!Ωǎ ƴŜȄǘ ǇǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ 
is clear that either team would have 

certainly been beneficial to ACA.     

Congratulations to all candidates for 
having the desire and the courage to 
run for president!   
    

New Student Council New Student Council   

in Actionin Action  

T 
he first duty for Beyker Muente as 
the Student Body President is to 

decide which members to choose for 
the student council. The student 

council, including the president, vice 
president, the secretary (the 
ǇǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ŀŘǾƛǎƻǊύΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
four branches will meet together to 
come up with ideas or to share 
thoughts on a certain topic. The 
ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ŦƻǳǊ ōǊŀƴŎƘŜǎ 
include: Safety, Health & Fitness, 
Volunteer, and Spiritual. There are 
two members of the student council 
in each branch, the leader, and the 
assistant. These two people work 

together to make 
sure that the field 
that they are in 
charge of is problem-
free. In addition, 
they must also come 
up with new ideas 
that they are able to 
execute in order to 
improve the school. 
Now, with new 
members on the 
student council and a 
new president, ACA 
could look forward 
to a stable and 
effective school year.  

            One Student 
Council member, 
Hajung Yang (10th 
grade, assistant of 
the Spiritual Branch) 

ǎŀȅǎΣ άaȅ ƻǿƴ Ǝƻŀƭ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ Spiritual 
Branch  assis-tant is to make a fund-
raising program to send money to 
poor countries. Since this is a 
Christian school, I believe that we 
have the responsibility to take care of 
the other poor countries. Also, I 
believe that having chapel and Bible 
Ŏƭŀǎǎ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ ƻǇŜƴ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ 
eyes to Christianity. At the moment, 
we are coming up with a new 
spiritual program to encourage non-
believers to be more open to 
ŀŎŎŜǇǘƛƴƎ /ƘǊƛǎǘΦέ   

The  student  president 
candidates  (Beyker  and  his 
running  mate  Maryam,  and 
Gloria and her running mate 
Elina)  anxiously  look  at  the 
results of the election.  
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Inside ACA: Fall Festival 

 

By Maryam Malik (10th grade) 

 

T 
he exotic aromas welcomed all who en-

tered ACAôs Annual Fall Festival which 

was held on October 22nd on the school 

grounds. The excited noises and laughter of 

the children attracted visitors into the school 

to find out what all the buzz was about.   This 

year, the festival was filled with different at-

tractions to entertain the guests. Each area 

was crowded with people eagerly waiting in 

lines to get their food or play games.  The 

festival had about 150 visitors in total. Many 

of the parents showed up to support the festi-

val as well. Elina Leeôs (9th grade) mom who 

participated in the festival, mentioned, ñI like 

how the festival held different kinds of ac-

tivities for us to enjoy and itôs nice seeing 

how the children are enjoying them. Also, I 

can see that the teachers are very involved 

with the students and the higher grade stu-

dents are very caring and aware of the 

younger kids. However, I think the festival 

would have been even better if there was an 

activity for everyone to participate in.ò        

       Overall, the festival was very successful 

with the help and the contribution of the peo-

ple who volunteered their time, their finances, 

and their efforts to help out. ACA is very 

grateful to all the guests who came to the fes-

tival as they showed their love for the stu-

dents by participating in the festival. Through  

the charity and the cooperation of the fami-

lies and the visitors, ACA raised 1.5 million 

Won (approx. $1,300). This money will be 

used to purchase equipment and instruments 

for the school Praise Team and new heaters 

for the school. Because of the warm hearts of 

all the people who helped ACAôs Annual 

Fall Festival, ACAôs winter will be a lot 

warmer this year! 
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Inside ACA: Fall Picnic 

       Initially, all the students were 
together during the hike. Slowly, 
however, when it started to get 
harder, they were divided into 
two groups. The faster group was 
almost at the top with Mr. Kang 
while  the  slower  group  was 
behind with Mr. Yu. When we 
were  climbing  difficult  course, 
many students were encouraging 
and helping one another. When all 
students who hiked reached the 
top, all were rewarded with the 
amazing landscape of the whole 
city  of  Dongducheon.  Some 
students just gazed at the view 
and some took fun pictures with 
their friends to keep them as a 
memory. Afterward everyone had 
lunch to recharge the energy that 
was spent during the tough hours 
of  hiking.  All  the student and 
teachers were eager to eat their 
lunch and snacks. 
        Going  down  the  mountain 
was not  as  hard  or  tiring  as 
climbing  up  the  mountain. 

Therefore, the students were not 
divided into groups this time. They 
went down together and there 
were also less complaints. When 
the students who hiked were back 
at the bottom of the mountain, 
they were weary yet happy that 
they were able to achieve their 
goals. For the first time, all the 
students made it to the top of the 
mountain. One of the students 
said "I can't believe all of us made 
it to the top. Before we started 
hiking I was wondering when  we 
would ever reach the top, but 
here we are already back at the 
bottom of the mountain!" This 
was  truly  a  feeling  of 
accomplishment.  May we all feel 
that same way after reaching our 
personal goals in life!   

ACA to the TOP  

By Elina Lee (9th Grade) 
 

T he  day  that  students  and 
teachers had been anxiously 

waiting for had arrived. It was time 
for ACA's annual hike and picnic to 
Mt. Soyo. Unfortunately, it was a 
wet and muddy Friday morning on 
September  30th  because 
Dongducheon had been hit with 
heavy rainstorms the night before. 
Mr. Kang, therefore, made a swift 
decision to postpone the fieldtrip 
to Tuesday, October 4th. Although 
this  disappointed  the  students, 
they were getting more and more 
excited as the day approached.  
       The  kindergarteners  through 
3rd grade students rode the ACA 
school van to Mt. Soyo while the 
older kids rode the public bus. On 
the way to Soyo mountain, the 
students talked about last year's 
hiking and how much fun they had 
that  day.  The  kindergarteners 
through 4th grade students stayed 
at the bottom of the mountain 
since they were too young and 
didn't have enough strength. After 
everybody arrived at the mountain, 
Mr. Kang took pictures of all the 
ACA students and teachers before 
the  hiking began. In the snapshots, 
one could see the excitement on 
the faces of the students.  
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 ACA Interview 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Interview with Alex Kasimov 
By Jojane Alazas (9th Grade) 

 
Jojane: Where are you from? 
AlexΥ LΩƳ ŦǊƻƳ ¢ƻƳǎƪΣ wǳǎǎƛŀΦ 
 
Jojane: Can you tell me something about yourself? 
Alex: aȅ ƴŀƳŜ ƛǎ !ƭŜȄ YŀǎƛƳƻǾ ŀƴŘ LΩƳ мо ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻƭŘΦ L ǿŀǎ 
ōƻǊƴ ƻƴ aŀǊŎƘ оΣ мффу ŀƴŘ L ƘŀǾŜ ƻƴŜ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ǎƛǎǘŜǊΦ LΩƳ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ 
with my mom, my dad and my sister. My favorite color is 
blue. I love History, Literature, and P.E, of course. 
I speak two languages, they are Russian and English, 
I love reading books, and sometimes playing video games. 
 
JojaneΥ ²ƻƻƻƻΣ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎΗ {ƻΣ ǿƘŀǘ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ 
Korea? 
Alex: My dad works here and so does my mom. We have 
been here for almost three years. 
 
Jojane: Why did you come here and decided to study at 
ACA? 
AlexΥ LΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǎǘǳŘȅƛƴƎ ƘŜǊŜ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ƻƴŜ ȅŜŀǊ ƛƴ ŀ wǳǎπ
sian school, but my parents decided to choose this school so 
I could learn better skills. They believed this school would 
help me to learn better than at a Russian school. 
 
Jojane: What would you like to be someday? 
AlexΥ L ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ǇƛƭƻǘΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘΩǎ ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ ŀƴ ŀŘǾŜƴǘǳǊŜ 
to travel to other countries. 
Whenever I look at the sky, it feels like I want to fly espe-
cially when I see an airplane. 
¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘȅ L ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ǇƛƭƻǘΦ 
 
Jojane: What inspired you to fulfill your dreams? 
AlexΥ /ǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅΣ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿΣ ōǳǘ L ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ Ƴȅ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ 
someday. I wake up every morning just to be successful and 
L ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ŦƛƴƛǎƘ Ƴȅ ǎǘǳŘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŎƘ Ƴȅ ŘǊŜŀƳǎΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ 
ǎǇŜŀƪ ǘƻƻ ƳǳŎƘ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘΣ ōǳǘ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ LΩƳ ƛƳǇǊƻǾƛƴƎΦ 
 
Jojane: Thank you Alex, for letting me interview you as a 
ƴŜǿ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ Φ  LǘΩǎ ǇǊŜǘǘȅ Ŏƻƻƭ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ƳƻǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ȅƻǳΦ 
AlexΥ ¸ƻǳΩǊŜ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜΦ 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

  
 

 Interview with Beyker Muente 
By Joshua Hong (10th Grade) 

 

Joshua: Why did 
you want to be 
president? 
Beyker: First of all, 
I wanted to chal-
lenge myself, and 
I always wanted 
to serve the 
school and its 
students. Also, as 

a president, I wanted to be a good example of a godly leader. 
 
Joshua: How did you feel during the election time? 
Beyker: I really felt nervous, but I also thought that whoever 
ƎŜǘǎ ŜƭŜŎǘŜŘΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƛƭƭΣ ǎƻ L ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ŀŎŎŜǇǘ ƛǘΦ 
 
Joshua: How did you write your speech? 
Beyker: Actually, when I knew I had to give a speech, I was 
worried, because I did not know how to write a speech. So 
for the most part I wrote what I felt and also our new 
teacher, Ms. Triphan, helped me a lot. 
 
Joshua: What did you do to prepare for this election? 
Beyker: I only prepared  a speech and a poster. 
 
Joshua: What is your plan for this school year as president? 
Beyker: This year, I want our Student  Council to be more 
open to other students  so that we can actually listen to 
their opinions regarding what they like or what they do not 
like about our school. In this way, the Student Council mem-
bers, can discuss these issues with Mr. Kang. Also I want the 
Student Council to be more active this year in order to help 
more and serve more in our school 
 
Joshua: How are you going to lead this school? 
BeykerΥ !ǎ L ǎŀƛŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǇŜŜŎƘΣ LΩƭƭ ƭŜŀŘ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ōȅ ǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ 
others. 
 
Joshua: Why did you pick Maryam Malik as your running 
mate? 
Beyker: First, I can trust her. When she has something to do, 
she puts all her effort into it. Also, I saw that she was really 
creative and responsible, and I believe she will always be 
there for me. 
 
Joshua: Are you planning for running as president next 
year? 
Beyker: If I feel God calling me to run again, I think I will. 
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Field Trip Student Debate 

Should the Student Council President be elected in the spring semester for the following 

school year or should the election be held in the fall semester for the same school year?  

Maryam Malik (10th Grade) 

I n my opinion, it would be better if the election is held in the 

spring semester for the following year. Candidates would 

be able to observe the things they want to change or fix if 

they get elected. They also would be able to learn by observe 

the current president. Having the election during the spring 

semester would give the newly elected president extra time 

to think of ideas to improve the school during their summer 

break. They might feel more prepared for their presidency. If 

we have the election when the school year starts, it could be 

overwhelming for the candidates because they would be too 

busy adjusting to the new school year. Instead, it would be 

better if the election were prior to the new school year so the 

students will be less stressed. 

Hajung Yang (10th Grade) 
 

F rom my point of view, there will be a lot of new 

students at the beginning of every school year and if 

the President and the Vice President have already been 

picked from the last year, then the new people will not 

know anything about them, and it would not be fair 

for the new students. Also, we should give the new 

students an opportunity to be involved in Student Council. 

For example, this year a new student, Elina Lee (9th 

grade), ran with Gloria Hong (12th grade) for the role of 

Vice President. If the election would have been held 

during the Spring semester, she would not have had the 

opportunity to run for it.   

Spring  

Fall
Fall   
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 Devotion / Art Exhibition 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

1 Corinthians 6:20 

ñYou were bought at a price. Therefore 

honor God with your bodies.ò 
 

By Daniel Sinclear (9th Grade) 

J esus bought our sin with His precious blood. 

Nothing can take the place for what Jesus 

paid. Nothing can replace our sin except His 

blood. We are bought by Jesus with great 

expectations in mind so that we will make sure to 

display honor and glory to our Maker. This 

applies to every one of us, because Jesus has paid 

for all.  

       We should keep ourselves clean and pure. 

We donôt need to be decorated in order to look 

better, because we have already been created in a 

special way. Instead, we should always want to 

ask God to help make us pure. We may take a 

shower, brush our teeth, or try to be neat, but this 

is only to clean the outside of our temple that God 

has made. To clean the inside, we need to read 

the Bible, pray, and follow Christ. Of course, we 

may not do all these things all the time, but we 

have to try. If we donôt, we are throwing our body 

away, which is destroying our temple, and this 

leads to separation from God. 1 Corinthians 6:19-

20 says: 

 ñDo you not know that our bodies are temples of the    

 Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received    

 from God? You are not your own; you were bought at  

 a price.  Therefore honor God with  your body.ò 

Do not worry, but rather be courageous, because 

we are still on this journey to honor the God who 

sent His only Son to pay the price for our sin. Be 

proud that you are Godôs creation and that Jesus 

has paid the price with His precious blood.  

Korean International Art Exhibition  

By Minkie Porter (10th Grade) 

 

A CA students got an opportunity to partici-

pate the Korean International Art Exhibition 

for the first time. First, ACA had its own compe-

tition. Only 10 works of art could be submitted to 

the exhibition. ACA teachers picked 10 art works 

and were sent to Seoul for the exhibition. How-

ever, before students are works are displayed at 

the exhibition, studentsô art works had to go 

through the exhibitionôs professional judges. We 

donôt know who would make it to the interna-

tional festival. They will announce it in December. 

Sun-jung Yangôs (8th grade) watercolor painting 

was selected in top 10 to represent our school. 

Sun-jung said, ñI am glad and proud that my 

painting got selected. I hope that I can be also 

selected in the final round and get to be displayed 

in Seoul.ò Gloria Hong (12th grade), who wants to 

major in art in college, is excited about this exhi-

bition. If her paintings are selected for the exhibi-

tion, colleges will notice her talent. She is anx-

iously waiting for the result. Whether our students 

art works are picked or not, we know for sure that 

our studentsô paintings will bring international 

flavor to the exhibition. We hope to bring you 

some good news in next articles. 
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 Inside ACA: Custom Day 

By Ju-hyun Son (9th Grade) 

  

T here was something different about ACA 
on Friday, October 28th. One 

might wonder why everybody is tak-
ing pictures and looking so strange. 
When did we have Steve Jobs, 
Mickey Mouse, or a unicorn at our 
school? Well, it was COSTUME DAY! 
  
 Most ACA students look forward 
to Costume Day because they really 
enjoy dressing up and having a good 
time.  Everyone wears different kinds 
of costumes. Even most of the teach-
ers join in all the silliness and take 
the time to wear something out of 
the ordinary.  
 
 There were a lot of Disney char-
acters and brides, there were all 
kinds of animals, princesses, 
superheroes, and many, 
many pirates. It has always 
been entertaining to go to school 
when people are dressed up in crazy 
and creative costumes.  As for the 
students who did not wear costumes, 
they still had fun that day because it 
was exciting to see what their friends and 
teachers were wearing. There was no doubt, 
the students all had fun on Costume Day! 

  
 Edzerin (4th grade) said that she enjoyed 
herself and had fun with her friends as they 
took many pictures throughout the day.  As 
for John Bae (4th grade), he wore his grand-
ƳƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ǿƛƎ ŀƴŘ ƘŜǊ ŎƭƻǘƘŜǎΗ  !ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƘŜ 
was not sure about wearing a costume in the 
first place, he finally decided to because his 
ŦǊƛŜƴŘΩǎ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜŘ ƛǘΦ  !ƭƭ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ŎƭŀǎǎƳŀǘŜǎ 
were laughing and giggling at him for fun. He 
thought it was pretty funny as well. 
  
 All in all, Costume Day was another op-
portunity for students and teachers to have 

fun, make great memories, and 
take very silly pictures.   


