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Starlightlight 
 A m e r a s i a n  C h r i s t i a n  A c a d e m y  S t u d e n t  N e w s l e t t er        

  

Beyker Muente (11th Grade)  

and David Wick (12th Grade) 

     

O n September 1, 2011, the 

Amerasian Christian 

Academy had its first day of 

school. That  morning, I was 

eagerly walking to school, and as 

I arrived at ACAôs playground, I 

gazed at the fresh faces of each 

new student.  Once again, I saw 

myself surrounded by an 

international community of 

children, parents, and teachers.  

There I was in the midst of a 

student body that represented at 

least 13 different countries.  I 

could easily relate to what some 

of the new students must have 

been going through.  I 

contemplated those anxious 

feelings that I once experienced as 

a foreign student in a foreign land 

on my very first day at ACA.   

 It was obvious that some 

students felt nervous, happy, 

anxious, or even sad.  Those scary 

feelings were all too familiar to 

me, but then I was reminded of a 

special verse from the Old 

Testament in Joshua 1:9 where  

the Lord commanded Joshua to  

be strong and courageous.  It is at 

those times of change, new 

beginnings, and insecurities, 

where the LORD confirms to us 

that He will be with us wherever 

we go. 

 So as we begin the 2011 

school year, we can be assured 

(Continued on page 2) 



September 2011  2 

Cover Story 

Starlight Staff Members 
 

Writers:  

Daniel  Sinclear,  JuHyun 

Son, Elina Lee, Maryam 

Malik,  Hajung  Yang, 

Beyker  Muente,  Minkie 

Porter,  David  Wick, 

.Joshua Hong, Dawer Mir, 

Jojane Alazas, and Artom 

Newell. 

 

Editor:  

Ms. Charissa Saenz 

 

Publisher:  

Mr. Kang -McCann 

 

Kyonggi-Do,  

Dongducheon City  

P. O. Box 22,  

Republic of Korea  

Tel:031-868-2579   

amerasian@mac.com   

that God will be with ACAôs students 

whether they are new or returning.   

      *    *    *  

 As students were coming through 

the main entrance of the campus, one 

could sense that this year would be 

very different from past school 

years. For one thing, more students 

are now attending ACA, and both the 

racial and cultural diversity within the 

growing student body is one of the 

special things that ACA has been 

proud of ever since its early years.  

Having many students from different 

parts of the world really makes our 

school a beautiful mix of international 

students.   

   In addition to having more students 

on campus, there are also more 

changes.  Some of ACAôs teachers 

have changed the grade that they are 

teaching.  For example, Ms. Hwang, 

who was our 1st grade teacher last year 

is now our Kindergarten teacher. Our 

ex-3rd grade teacher, Ms. Kim, is now 

our 1st grade teacher, and last yearôs 

2nd grade teacher, Ms. Van Order, has 

gone back to America to further 

pursue her education.  Ms. Triphan 

(our new teacher), is now our 2nd and 

3rd grade teacher. 

    As one could see, there are quite a 

few changes for this school year. Of 

course, ACA will not stay 

behind when it comes to 

education. This year, ACA 

students will be enjoying and 

participating in a new 

program with college 

students from Colgate 

University. Our high school 

students will be able to learn 

and challenge themselves through 

various topics that will be presented 

by the students of Colgate.  Along 

with the Colgate University program, 

ACA will also continue to have the 

tutoring program every other Saturday 

with the members of the MACK 

foundation.   ACA has many 

upcoming events that will offer 

educational, enjoyable, and 

meaningful opportunities for its 

students.  

 With more students in every 

grade compared to last year, ACA is 

also looking forward to an exciting 

election for the  next student body 

school president. It will be interesting 

to see who will run for the position as 

they try their best to earn the 

presidency.  Hopefully, the new 

president will bring fresh, new ideas, 

creative and exciting events, and 

strong leadership skills.   

 Furthermore, ACAôs Praise Team 

will also welcome new members as 

they prepare their hearts to lead 

worship.  

   All in all, ACA is hopeful that this 

year will be quite different from the 

last. It will be a year of new 

opportunities, where young leaders 

will grow and students will continue to 

develop both academically and 

spiritually.    
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Inside ACA 

By Ha-jung Yang   

(10th grade) 

     ñHave I not commanded 

you? Be strong and courageous. 

Do not be terrified and discour-

aged, for the LORD your God 

will be with you wherever you 

go.ò This scripture is taken from 

the Bible in Joshua 1:9 and it is 

the Praise Teamôs Bible verse 

for this school year. It will re-

main in our hearts as we praise 

the Lord. 

     As the new school year began, 

Mr. Kang gave the middle and 

high school students the Praise 

Team application form. It was 

exciting and it attracted many of 

the Christian students since the 

Praise Team is for those who 

truly want to take a leadership 

role in worshipping God at 

ACAôs chapel.  

     The students who applied for 

the Praise Team had to answer a 

few personal questions and pre-

pare a song for the audition. 

Most of the high school students 

and a few middle school stu-

dents turned in their applications 

and participated in the audition. 

Some were nervous because Mr. 

Kang already mentioned to us 

that this yearôs Praise Team try-

outs would be strictly judged. 

However, the students still took 

courage and applied for the 

school praise team. 

     The Vision International 

Chapel is where the auditions 

were held. Mr. Kang and Mr. 

Hamby took the students there 

and started out the audition by 

calling the students one by one. 

They interviewed each student 

by asking personal questions. 

Some questions were unpredict-

able so it was not always easy to 

answer all of them. Most of us 

prayed in the waiting room and 

whenever one student took a 

long time we were all nervous 

since we could not hear or see 

anything that was going on out 

in the chapel. Although some 

students were crying and were 

disappointed in themselves for 

not doing their best, it really 

came down to true leadership 

skills, our attitude, and our faith 

toward God. Our singing skills 

were certainly not the main 

point.  

     Serving on ACAôs Praise 

Team, gives the students a great 

opportunity to develop their 

leadership skills and learn about 

the most genuine way to wor-

ship God.  

 The next day, each student 

who participated in the audition, 

was called to Mr. Kangôs office. 

They found out the results as to 

whether or not they made it. 

Five students were accepted for 

the Praise Team. We all cheered 

each other on and encouraged 

those who did not make it. For 

those who were disappointed, 

we believed that there would be 

another opportunity. After eve-

ryone was dismissed, all the 

Praise Team members were 

called to a meeting and Mr. 

Hamby read Joshua 1:9 from the 

Bible. We should never be afraid 

of anything. God is always with 

us wherever we go and He will 

lead us in the right path.  

 Every Friday, the ACA 

Praise Team will start chapel by 

praising the Lord in humility, in 

spirit, and in truth! 
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 Happy 

Chuseok!  

  
By Juhyun Son (9th grade) 

and Elina Lee (9th grade) 

 

E very  year  in  Korea 

during the fall season, 

there is a Korean holiday 

called  Chuseok which  is 

also  called  Hangawi. 

Chuseok is one of the most 

important holidays in Korea. 

You can compare Chuseok 

to the American Thanksgiving.  

In earlier days, Koreans wor-

shiped their ancestors for a good 

harvest. Today however, many 

people just pay a visit to their 

parents or their hometown. Dur-

ing Chuseok, some people wear 

the hanbok, a colorful, traditional 

Korean dress. Usually the chil-

dren wear hanboks and bow to 

their grandparents to show re-

spect.  

Many Koreans these days 

gather around with their long-lost 

family members and have a feast. 

On the big dining table, there is 

usually a variety of tasty, tradi-

tional foods. One of the most 

eaten foods on Chuseok is song-

peun. This is a rice cake with 

honey inside which is served on 

pine needles.  

After having their traditional 

Chuseok meal, Koreans may end 

the day by playing games. One of 

the more popular games is Gang-

gangsule. This is a cultural game 

that was played a long time ago. 

Usually when the girls play this 

game, they will dress up in a han-

bok.  To play this game, people 

hold hands, form a big circle, and 

sing.  Ganggansule is tradition-

ally played when the full moon 

appears in the night.  At that 

point, the players start going 

round and round with their hands 

together in singing and celebra-

tion.  

One of our 10th grade students 

(Maryam Malik) had her grandfa-

ther and aunt visit her from Paki-

stan during the Chuseok holiday. 

Maryam said, ñIt was nice to see 

my family from both countries 

come together and have a family 

reunion since itôs been such a 

long time. Also, my grandfather 

and aunt got to ex-

perience a little bit of 

Korean culture.ò For 

Ha Jung Yang (10th 

grade), she visited 

her grandfatherôs 

cemetary with her 

family. Although she 

had ancestral wor-

ship at home, she still visited the 

cemetary to show respect to her 

family. As for one of ACAôs 

American teachers (Ms. Estrada, 

4th grade teacher), she just re-

laxed at home for Chuseok. She 

had dinner with Ms. Triphan 

(2nd/3rd teacher) and Mr. Kang 

(ACA school principal), at his 

motherôs apartment. 

There were only a few students 

who experienced a traditional 

Chuseok holiday here at ACA.  

However, since ACA is an inter-

national school, many of the for-

eign students were not familiar 

with the traditions of Chuseok.  

We are hopeful that ACA would 

consider starting a program in 

which  Korean customs are 

shared with the foreign students 

and teachers. We wish our read-

ers many ñHappy Chuseoksò in 

the future! 

Culture 
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  Whoõs new at  ACA 

 

Daniel:  Is this your first time com-

ing to Korea? 

Jojaine: Yes, this is my first time to 

come to Korea, and it is exciting! 

 

Daniel:  What do you think about 

the Amerasian Christian Academy? 

Jojaine:  It is good and I feel this 

school is comfortable for me be-

cause there are not many students 

here. Also, the teachers teach well, 

and the students are nice to me. 

 

Daniel:  What is the difference be-

tween your school in the Philippines 

and ours here? 

Jojaine:  In the Philippines, teach-

ers do not teach as well, and in 

every grade, we learned the same 

thing we had learned in the previous 

grade. The school has many students 

and few quizzes or homework as-

signments. Here, in our school, we 

only speak English, so it is also 

challenging me. 

 

Daniel:  Why did you come to Ko-

rea? Why did you come to ACA? 

Jojaine:  I came to ACA because 

my parents wanted me to learn more, 

and the school in the Philippines 

lacks in education. We came to Ko-

rea because my dad works at Camp 

Casey. 

 

Daniel:  How did you learn the 

English language? 

Jojaine:  I was taught very little 

English in the Philippines, but I am 

improving my English at this school. 

I think speaking English is good, 

even though I donôt know much. 

         New Student  
By Daniel Sinclear (9th grade)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Daniel: Where are you from? 

Jojaine: Iôm from Cebu City, Philip-

pines. 

 

Daniel:  What school did you attend 

before this school? 

Jojaine:  I went to Tisa Integrated 

School in the Philippines. 

 

Interview with Ms. Triphan  

 By Artom Newell (10th Grade) 

 

Artom: Can you tell me a little about 

your background? 

Ms. Triphan: I grew up in Illinois, and 

I have one younger sister. Her name is 

Jordan and she will be graduating this 

May.  Iôm really happy for her. I at-

tended Colorado Christian University, 

and I got my degree in Global Studies 

with a minor in Education. 

 

Artom: How did you decide to come 

and teach at the Amerasian Christian 

Academy?  

Ms. Triphan: I used to attend Peoria 

Christian School, and I was on the first 

team from there to come on a mission 

trip to A.C.A.  When I came here, I 

thought about asking if there would be 

a place for me to teach after I graduated 

from college. I asked Mr. Kang in Sep-

tember of 2010 if there was a job for 

me. He said there will be a job for next 

year, and I was glad to accept it. 

 

Artom: What things do you like about 

A.C.A. and what things would you like 

to change? 

Ms. Triphan: I really like all of the 

teachers and the community here. They 

make you feel very welcome and loved. 

Also, Mr. and Mrs. Kang really do a 

good job making you feel like you are 

at home. I also like that it is not a big 

school which does not have a lot of 

things, therefore it teaches children 

how to take care of what they do have. 

I would not change anything about 

A.C.A because I think it is a good 

school. Also, I cannot tell 

what needs to be changed 

because  I have not been 

here long enough.   

 

Artom: What things do 

you like about South Ko-

rea? 

Ms. Triphan: I like spicy 

food a lot and in Korea 

itôs everywhere! I also like Korean 

people, but on the street they are not 

really friendly, they do not wave or say 

hello. I also like the language, but I 

have no idea how to speak it.  

 

Artom: What do you see yourself do-

ing in five years? 

Ms. Triphan: I hope to be married by 

that time, and I would like to live in 

Russia or the United States. But I could 

never be sure where God will take me, 

in those five years.      
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Field Trip 

 2011 6 

Student Debate 

l we have P.E. before lunch? 

   I think we should have P.E. before lunch. 

It is a proven fact that if we eat after we 

have exercised it will help our muscles to 

grow stronger.  

   As you eat, the nutrients from food go 

into your body faster, thus helping your 

muscles to get stronger. Furthermore, 

having a morning exercise awakens your 

body, which is contrary to eating after 

lunch.  If we eat before P.E it could cause a 

stomach ache, and that is not good for your 

body. Another reason that having P.E. 

after lunch is not good is that, during the 

summer it is just too hot to exercise, and it 

may cause dehydration.  

Y S NN OO  
   I think we should have P.E. after lunch 

because after getting all sweaty it will be 

uncomfortable to go to classes. Our school 

does not have sufficient showers. Therefore, 

we have no choice but to study all sweaty 

and smelly the rest of the day.  

   In addition, students could feel tired and 

it could affect their studies. There are 

students who come to school without 

having breakfast, and it will be painful for 

them to exercise before lunch.  

By J oshua Hong  (10th gr ade) 

Danny Choi 
Dawer Mir  
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Devotion 

By Maryam Malik  

(10th grade ) 

 

òHave I not commanded 

you? Be strong and 

courageous. Do not be 

afraid; do not be 

discouraged, for the Lord 

your God will be with 

you wherever you go.ó  

Joshua 1:9 (NIV)  

 

G od spoke these words 

as He commanded 

Joshua to lead the Israelites 

across the Jordan River into 

the land He promised them. 

God told Joshua that He 

would be with him always 

and never forsake him as he 

was given the great 

responsibility of leading 

Godõs people. God 

encouraged and comforted 

Joshua as he was about to 

take a new step in his life. 

As God did this for Joshua, 

He does the same for all of 

us. He might send you to a 

place where you never 

thought you would be, or 

you might not want to be. In 

any case, God assured us 

that He is with us and will 

be with us wherever we go.  

     As the new school year 

starts, it is a fresh 

beginning for both the new 

and the returning students. 

I want to share this verse 

with those who may be out 

of their comfort zone. Maybe 

you are away from your 

family and friends, or you 

have moved to a different 

country and a different 

school. As Joshua 1:9 says, 

no matter who you are or 

where you are, God watches 

over you and protects you. 

He tells us to be strong and 

courageous no matter how 

much people discourage us 

or mistreat us, because we 

know that thereõs someone 

so great and mighty whoõs 

got our back: God. He didnõt 

just tell us to be strong and 

courageous, but He 

commanded us. We should 

obey his commands. God 

will not lead you somewhere 

you do not need to be. As He 

says in Jeremiah 29:11, òFor 

I know the plans I have for 

you,ó declares the Lord, 

òplans to prosper you and 

not to harm you, plans to 

give you hope and a future.ó 

He will never send us to a 

place we donõt belong. He 

will bring us to a place that 

is His will for us.  He 

watches every step we take 

and catches us when weõre 

falling. So, if you feel like 

you are all alone in a place 

where you do not know 

anyone, call out to the Lord 

for He is with you wherever 

you go. 
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Student of the Month 

Name Grade Favoriite 

color  

Favorite  

Suject  

Favorite Teacher  Nationality  

Jazmin  

Fields  

K  Pink  Art  Ms. Hwang  U.S. 

Sidney 

Park  

1st  Yellow  Spelling  Ms. Kim  U.S. 

Sabina 

Gusevskaya 

2nd ~ 3rd  Red Reading Ms. Triphan  Russia 

Obed  

Osei 

4th  Blue  Science Ms. Kim  Ghana 

Jin  

Singh  

5th & 6th  Rainbow  Math  Mr. Yu  Korea 

Sky  

Waite  

7th ~ 8th  

(Middle 

School)  

Green Math  Mr. Hamby  Korea 

Maryam  

Malik  

9th ~ 

12th  

(High 

(School)  

Blue  English  Mr. Hamby  Korea 


