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Sending Letters to   

Living Testimonies 
 

By Ji-yeon Kim (10th grade) 

 

E lie Wiesel said, “I decided to devote my 

life to telling the story  because I felt 

that having survived, I owe something to the 

dead. And anyone who does not remember 

betrays them again.” Elie Wiesel is an 

Holocaust survivor and the author of the book 

Night.  Night is a book about Wiesel’s life 

during WWII with a focus on his survival in the concentration camps.    

 From the beginning of the second semester, middle and high school students read 

Night under the instruction of Ms. Saenz. After finishing the book, the students wrote letters 

to Holocaust survivors whose stories are currently posted on the United States Holocaust 

Memorial Museum website (ushmm.org).  

 The letters were sent on May 2nd. Ms. Saenz stated, “By sending letters to Holocaust 

survivors, the Holocaust is no longer something they just read about—it becomes something 

tangible. Plus, it gives the students an opportunity to voice their personal questions about 

the difficult things they have been learning about.” She has been teaching Night since her 

first year as a teacher. Ms. Saenz continued, “In my first year of teaching, I was surprised to 

find how very little the students knew about the events of the Holocaust. After the first year 

of teaching a unit on the Holocaust, I knew I had to continue teaching it every year. My 

students—past and present—have truly opened their eyes and are painfully aware of the 

atrocities that are still going on today.”  

 Studying the terror that  happened in the past will continue to remind the students of 

the changes that could be made in their own generation. Timothy Kang (8th grade) said, “It is 

an honor for me to write a letter and to actually send it to a Holocaust survivor. The 

survivors went through all that pain, and I  am complaining about hard times that cannot be 

compared to the survivor’s suffering.  This made me feel ashamed. By sending letters to the 

survivors, the horror will be deeply engraved in my mind.”  

 Sending letters to “living testimonies” of the Holocaust has been especially meaningful 

to the students.  They will never forget. 
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Ms. Saenz’s middle and high school English class students 

visit the post office to send out their letters to the Holocaust 

survivors in the U.S. 


